
BERKELEY PRIMARY SCHOOL  

  

Friday 3rd May 

Last term saw the launch of our whole school topic 

'Wonderful Earth' in which each year group are looking at 

different areas of our world. 

In EYFS, the children are learning all about life and growth in 

their topic titled ‘How does your garden grow?’, whilst in Year 1 

and Year 2, the topic is ‘Welcome to the jungle’ where they are having fun 

swinging in the trees and exploring everything from the canopies to the emergent. In 

Year one the children want to know why the trees get cut down and why the jungle is so 

dangly.  

In Year two the children are intrigued to know where the jungles are and what would they see inside them. 

Both classes had a visit from ranger Paul who taught them the basics and now it is time that they become 

experts! 

Years 3 and 4 are exploring the impact of global warming in frozen regions of the 

world. They are reflecting on the impact our actions have on the planet, and are 

considering how they can change their daily habits to protect the environment for 

future generations. Year 3 are investigating how animals survive extreme weather 

conditions in Polar Regions. Together, they are exploring the impact of global warming 

on the habitats of polar animals. In Year 4, they have decided to focus their investigations on finding out 

what is ‘global warming,’ and what potential damage we will cause, if we don’t 

change our habits now. 

Year 5 and 6 are exploring the effects of plastic pollution. They kicked off their topic 

by joining in with a BBC Blue Planet live lesson which featured our recycled sea 

turtles Richard and Judy. They are investigating the following enquiry questions to 

guide their learning: How bad will things be in 30 years if we don’t do anything? 

Which place in the world is the most polluted with plastic? Which animals are 

most affected by plastic pollution? They are aiming to make a difference at school, 

at home and within the local community. 

On Friday 24th May we are holding an open afternoon from 2pm-3pm. This is an opportunity for you to 

share in your child’s /children’s learning and successes this term, whilst discovering more about the school 

topic.  The children will act as your personal tour guide, taking you to key points of interest around the 

school. Signing in/out sheets will be provided in the playground. Once you have signed in, please collect your 

child/ren from their class(es). At the end of the tour (3pm) the children should be returned to their 

classrooms, where teachers will dismiss them in the usual manner.  It will not be possible to take your 

children straight from the tour, as we need to ensure all children are accounted for and delivered safely to 

the adult collecting them. If you are able to attend our Open Afternoon, then please fill in and return the slip 

below to the school office. If you are unable to attend, fear not, your child will not be left alone.  Staff shall 

buddy them up so they can enjoy the experience. We hope that you will be able to attend this exciting and 

interactive event 

As you are aware, we had a visit from Ofsted last week.  Until the report is finalised, we cannot disclose the 

results.  However, the children and staff did Berkeley Primary proud and we are pleased with how the 

inspection went.  Thank you to those of you who took the time to complete the Parent Review, and to those 

who spoke to the inspector (HMI) on the day.  We shall send out the full report when it becomes available. 



Last week we presented our Year 6 children with their leavers’ hoodies. The children love them and have 

been wearing them with pride around the school. We have even spotted a few wearing them outside of 

school! We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to the PTA who provided the funding for these.  They rock! 

 

Monday 13th May will see the start of SATS week for our Y6 children.  We have found a great blog that some 

of you may find really useful to help support your children in the run up to SATs which can be found at 

http://www.laughology.co.uk/blog/supporting-your-child-with-sats-a-parent-s-guide Please do remind them 

that it is 4 mornings that will come and go, and reinforce that we are proud in them in all that they do. Mrs 

Vizard shall be sending Y6 parents and children letters this Friday with further information.  The popular Y6 

Breakfast club shall be returning for one week only too! 

We have recently been contacted by Channel 4 who are delighted to announce that JUNIOR BAKE OFF is 

coming back for a 5th Series and applications are now open! 

They are looking for talented young bakers between 9 -15 years old. Filming would take place from late July 

2019, but applications close on Monday 6th May 2019. Please see the attached flyer with information on 

how to apply. 

Get ready for Pyjamarama Day! Join us this June for one magical day in pyjamas and help BookTrust give 

every child a bedtime story. On Friday 7th June, 2019 we’re teaming up with the Book Trust– to get our 

children wearing pyjamas for a day and we want everyone to get involved. We are inviting all families to 

donate £1 in support of BookTrust and enjoy a colourful, fun celebration of bedtime stories. The donations 

will help the BookTrust charity to ensure that no child misses out on a bedtime story. More details to follow 

 Please be reminded that we operate a strict ‘No Nuts’ Policy in school as we have pupils with severe nut 

allergies. We ask all parents to ensure NO NUTS are brought into school and that they check items before 

putting them into lunch boxes or items sent in for snacks. We would also ask that parents ensure their 

children wash their hands and swill their mouths if they have any nut products before school. 

Children in primary school are expected to have above 95% attendance. Our target for the whole school is 

set by the government and the local authority and we are expected to reach at least 95% this academic year. 

Please see the table below showing the whole school attendance for Autumn and Spring: 

 

 

 

We have had some changes this term, and whilst parents directly with children in classes have received 

information, I wanted to inform you all, as you may feel confused with different faces around the school.  We 

have a temporary teacher, Mrs McCombie in Reception following the resignation of Mrs Anderson last term. 

Mrs McCombie has ensured the children have received a smooth transition to this change, and is working 

well with our EYFS staff to nurture and inspire our children.  Mrs Trotman (Y2) has decided to take a 

sabbatical from teaching for personal reasons. Therefore we have a temporary teacher in Year 2, up until half 

term, when we welcome back two teachers many of you will know who have been on Maternity leave.  Mrs 

Franklin and Mrs Baker shall be job-sharing in Year 2 for summer term 2.  I will send home details for the 

teaching staff allocations for September 2019 after half term, once recruitment is completed. 

We are very pleased to announce that the winners of the free circus tickets are Mr McMahon and Mrs 

Renninson. Congratulations to you both!  If you do not have your tickets yet, fear not, the PTA will be selling 

tickets in the school playground on Friday’s in the run up to the event. They are also looking for volunteers to 

help on the night with various tasks such as the BBQ, and bar. If you are available and happy to help please 

contact Nicola Clark-Smith who can give you more information. Thank you. 

 School Attendance Target Attendance Actual Attendance 

Autumn 2018 95% 96.5% 

Spring 2019 95% 96.5% 

http://www.laughology.co.uk/blog/supporting-your-child-with-sats-a-parent-s-guide


SEVERNSIDE UNDER 11 CUP FINAL - Match review - By Samuel McMahon, Y6 

On Saturday the 27th of April 2019, Severnside Nuclear’s Under 11’s played in the Gloucestershire county 

cup final against Abbeymead. Each team played well and showed great sportsmanship and here is the match 

review. When we arrived, we entered our changing rooms. Then, after a pep talk from our coach (Rich), we 

strode out of the tunnel.  “I was excited and nervous because there were loads of people” Oliver C (star 

winger).  It was so cool because the match of the day theme song was on as we came out! We had a final 

word with Rich, then we kicked off: Immediately they took a shot but missed. Then they managed to break 

our defence and it became 1-0. Five minutes after that Oliver.C crossed it to me, but it sailed into the top 

corner by itself. Then they scored two and by half-time it was 3-1. 

After our defeat in the first half, we were determined to come back.  So, when Rich finished talking to us, we 

kicked off: They scored two before us leaving us 5-1 down, then Oliver W managed to sneak another in 5-2. 

After that, they took another ending the game 6-2. 

Overall, it was a good game. We all got medals and both teams represented their clubs with pride and great 

sportsmanship. Mrs Lanceley and Miss Robbins even came along to cheer us on! #impressed 

Please see below a list of diary dates and upcoming events, all of which can be found on our website for 

reference: 

To help further with our communication, items highlighted in blue are for parental involvement/action.  

Other items are for information only. 

Monday 6th May Bank Holiday 

Thursday 9th May Y3 & Y4 Topic Day  

Friday 10th May Mindfulness Day 

Monday 13th May – Friday 17th May SATS Week 

Monday 20th & Tuesday 21st May Y6 Lego Mindstorm Activities  

Monday 20th May – Friday 24th May Y6 Bikeability Training 

Thursday 23rd May Treat Day for winning house 

Friday 24th May 

Please fill in the reply slip for the Anxiety 

workshop if you wish to attend 

Anxiety Workshop for Parents 9:15am-11:15am 

Open Afternoon for Parents – 2pm-3pm 

Last Day of Term 

Monday 3rd June INSET DAY: Staff water safety training 

Tuesday 4th June INSET DAY: Training from Dan O’Hare on how to 

help children & parents to cope with anxiety 

Friday 7th June Pyjamarama day! All children to wear Pj’s. 

Donations to the Booktrust. 

Tuesday 11th June School Photos: Team and Class, plus Y6 

individual 

Thursday 13th June Sports Day 

9:15am-10:45am KS2 (Y3, 4, 5 & 6) 



I:45pm-3:00pm  Reception & KS1 (Y1 & 2) 

All children to wear PE kit to school that day 

(spare change of clothes optional) 

Monday 17th June District Field Events – Rednock – 4pm 

Wednesday 19th June District Sports – Dursley Primary School – 6pm 

Friday 21st June – Tuesday 25th June Year 6 Camp – Osmington Bay 

Monday 24th June – Wednesday 26th June Year 4 Camp – The Wilderness Centre 

Friday 28th June    9:15am – Y6 Camp Celebration Assembly – Families 

of Y6 children invited to share photos and events 

from camp. 

Circus!  

Monday 1st July 9:15am – Y4 Camp Celebration Assembly – Families 

of Y4 children invited to share photos and events 

from camp. 

Transition afternoon – children will be spending the 

afternoon in their new classrooms. 

Friday 5th July 10am –  11:45am – KS2 Swimming Gala (Y3, 4, 5 & 6) 

Friday 12th July Treat Day for winning house 

Monday 15th July  Reports go out 

Thursday 18th July Y6 Performance for parents/families 6:30pm 

Friday 19th July Last day of term 

Y6 Leavers assembly 10:30-11:30am (Y6 

parents/families) 

 

  Yours sincerely  

 

Miss Robbins and all the team here at Berkeley Primary                            

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
If you will be attending the Open Afternoon, please return the slip below or email 
admin@berkeley.gloucs.sch.uk  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Name _____________________________________ parent of____________________________   
 
 
I/we will be attending the Open Afternoon held on Friday 24th May. 
 
Number of people attending………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you will be attending the Emotion Coaching & Anxiety workshop, please return the slip below or 

email admin@berkeley.gloucs.sch.uk   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name _____________________________________ parent of____________________________   

 

I/we will be attending the Emotion Coaching & Anxiety workshop on Friday 24th May. 

Number of people attending………… 
 

 

mailto:admin@berkeley.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:admin@berkeley.gloucs.sch.uk


                                                                                          
  


